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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1. Claims 15-19, 22 and 27 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
regarding claims 15-19 and 22, the phrase "The apparatus of claim 1" appears to be "The 
apparatus of claim 13". Appropriate corrections are required. 

Regarding claim 27, on page 16, in line 29 and 30, the phrase "between said first port one 
of said POT CPE ports" appears to be "between said first port and one of said POT CPE ports". 
Appropriate corrections are required. 



2. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite in 
that it fails to point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Regarding claims 1, 13, 27 and 31, the phrase "decoding" lacks antecedent basis because, 
it is not disclosed in the specification. 

Regarding claims 1, 13 and 28, the phrase "signaling detection" lacks antecedent basis 
because, it is not disclosed in the specification. 

Regarding claims 19, the phrase "decoded" lacks antecedent basis because, it is not 
disclosed in the specification. 

Regarding claims 22 and 23, the phrase "signaling detector" lacks antecedent basis 
because, it is not disclosed in the specification. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 




Application/Control Number: 09/730,710 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2697 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubUcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Swan et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,134,320). 

Regarding claims 1 and 13, Swan teaches a line interface coupled to the first tip and ring 
leads for decoding the incoming calls (fig.3a, fig.3b; col. 6, lines 15-21; iine interface' reads on 
the claim 'first module', 'tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'first port' and 'incoming calls' 
reads on the claim 'special service messages'). 

Swan fiirther teaches telephone terminals' tip and ring leads (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.6, lines 
15-21; 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'POT CPE port'). 

Swan fiirther teaches an on-hook/oflf-hook switch interposed between said first tip and 
ring leads and the telephone terminals' tip and ring leads (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.6, lines 15-21; 'on- 
hook/off-hook switch' reads on the claim 'switch', 'tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'first 
port' and 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'POT CPE port'). 

Swan fiirther teaches a processor, responsive to the line interface, for controlling state of 
the on-hook/off-hook switch based on information contained in the incoming calls (fig. 3a, fig.3b; 
col.6, lines 15-21; 'processor' reads on the claim 'second module', 'line interface' reads on the 
claim 'first module', 'on-hook/oflf-hook switch' reads on the claim 'switch' and 'incoming calls' 
reads on the claim 'special service messages'). 
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Swan further teaches a parallel set detector responsive an ofF-hook condition at the 
telephone terminals' tip and ring leads for applying an ofF-hook detection signal to the processor 
(fig.3a, fig.3b; col. 6, lines 15-21, coL7, lines 3-6; 'parallel set detector' reads on the claim 
'signaling detection module', 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'POT 
CPE port' and 'processor' reads on the claim 'second module'). 

Regarding claim 2, Swan teaches that the incoming calls contain a particular person 
(coL5, lines 18-22; 'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages' and 'particular 
person' reads on the claim 'called number information'). 

Regarding claim 3, Swan teaches that one or more incoming calls are embedded in an 
alert signal (coL5, lines 18-28; 'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages' 
and 'particular person' reads on the claim 'called number information'). 

Regarding claim 4, Swan teaches that the alert signal contains ringing signal bursts within 
a ringing cycle (col.5, lines 18-28). 

Regarding claim 5, Swan teaches that the processor includes an associated memory, and 
control the state of the on-hook/ofF-hook switch based on information stored in the memory and 
information contains in the incoming call (fig.3a, fig.3b; col. 6, lines 15-21, col.9, lines 47, 48; 
'processor' reads on the claim 'second module', 'on-hook/oflF-hook switch' reads on the claim 
'switch' and 'incoming call' reads on the claim 'special service message'). 

Regarding claim 6, Swan teaches a TOD clock coupled to the processor, to assist the 
processor in its control of the state of the on-hook/oflF-hook switch (col. 6, lines 15-21, col.7, lines 
8-11; 'TOD clock' reads on the claim 'clock', 'processor' reads on the claim 'second module' 
and 'on-hook/ofiF-hook switch' reads on the claim 'switch'). 
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Regarding claim 7, Swan teaches that the TOD clock generates time related services 
(col.7, lines 8-11; 'TOD clock' reads on the claim 'clock' and 'time related services' reads on the 
claim 'time and date information'). 

Regarding claim 8, Swan teaches that the incoming call comprises a selective ringing 
(coL8, Unes 20-42; 'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages' and 'selective 
ringing' reads on the claim 'coded ringing signal'). 

Regarding claim 9, Swan teaches a ring , generator responsive to the processor, for 
applying a ringing signal to the telephone terminals' tip and ring leads (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.7, lines 
27-34, col.8, lines 20-42; 'ring generator' reads on the claim 'ringing signal generator', 
'processor' reads on the claim 'second module' and 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' 
reads on the claim 'POT CPE port'). 

Regarding claim 10, Swan teaches that the ringing signal is a selective ringing (col.8, 
lines 20-42; 'selective ringing' reads on the claim 'coded ringing signal'). 

Regarding claims 11 and 25, Swan teaches that the incoming calls indicate that a 
connection with the apparatus is sought to be established to an intended recipient (col. 7, lines 8- 
11, col. 9, lines 10-18; 'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages' and 
'intended recipient' reads on the claim 'called number that is listed in a directory that is 
accessible to everyone'). 

Swan further teaches that the incoming calls indicate that a connection with the apparatus 
is sought to be established to an intended recipient (col. 7, lines 8-11, col. 9, lines 10-18; 
'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages' and 'intended recipient' reads on 
the claim 'called number that is unlisted in a directory'). 




Application/Control Number: 09/730,7 1 0 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2697 

Swan further teaches that the incoming calls indicate the calling number that seeks to 
establish a connection with the apparatus (col. 7, lines 8-11, col 9, lines 10-18; 'incoming calls' 
reads on the claim 'special service messages'). 

Swan further teaches that the ringing signal is selected to indicate Time Of Day (TOD) 
clock (coL 7, lines 8-11, col. 9, lines 19-35; 'ringing signal is selected' reads on claimed 'said 
ringing signal is coded'). 

Swan further teaches that the ringing signal is selected to indicate calls at user's discretion 
(col. 7, lines 8-11, col. 9, lines 19-35; 'ringing signal is selected' reads on claimed 'said ringing 
signal is coded' and 'calls at user's discretion' reads on the claim 'type of call'). 

Regarding claims 12, 26 and 35, Swan teaches call is selected based on the incoming caller 
CLID information (col. 9, lines 19-35; 'call is selected' reads on claimed 'type of call is taken' 
and 'the incoming caller CLID information' reads on the claim 'collect call, cellular calls, 
international calls, fax calls, modem calls, and credit card calls'). 

Regarding claims 14, Swan teaches that the intended recipient information is embedded in 
an alert signal with a distinctive ringing cadence for different recipients (col. 8 lines 20-42; 
'intended recipient information' reads on the claim 'called number information' and 'alert signal 
with a distinctive ringing cadence for different recipients' reads on the claim 'alerting signal in 
the form of ringing signal bursts within a ringing cycle'). 

Regarding claim 15, Swan teaches a display responsive to the processor (fig.3a, fig.3b; 
col.6, lines 61-64; 'processor' reads on the claim 'second module'). 

Regarding claims 16 and 28, Swan teaches a parallel set detector connected to the 
telephone terminals' tip and ring leads for applying an off-hook detection signal to the processor 
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(fig.3a, fig.3b; col6, lines 15-21, col.7, lines 3-6; 'parallel set detector' reads on the claim *off 
hook detector', 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'POT CPE port' and 
'processor' reads on the claim 'second module'). 

Regarding claim 17, Swan teaches that the line interface inherently detects called number 
information in the incoming calls (fig.3a, fig.3b; col,6, lines 15-21; 'line interface' reads on the 
claim 'first module' and 'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages'). 

Regarding claim 18, Swan teaches that the incoming signal is in the form of distinctive 
ringing cadence for different recipients (col.8 lines 20-42; 'incoming signal' reads on the claim 
'special service message' and 'distinctive ringing cadence for different recipients' reads on the 
claim 'digital information preceding, or following a first ringing signal burst'). 

Regarding claims 19 and 33, Swan teaches that the processor compares information 
decoded by the line interface fi*om the incoming call to one or more pre-stored numbers within 
the processor (fig.3a, fig.3b; col. 6, lines 15-21, col.8, lines 52-64; 'processor' reads on the claim 
'second module', 'line interface' reads on the claim 'first module' and 'incoming call' reads on 
the claim 'special service message'). 

Regarding claim 20, Swan teaches that the line interface detects an incoming call that 
includes a number to be stored, and causes the processor to store the number so as to include the 
stored number among the one or more pre-stored numbers (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.6, lines 15-21, 
col.8, lines 52-64, col.9, lines 47, 48; 'line interface' reads on the claim 'first module' and 
'incoming call' reads on the claim 'special service message' and 'processor' reads on the claim 
'second module'). 
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Regarding claim 21, Swan teaches that the number to be stored arrives at the processor in 
the same signaling format that all other incoming calls have (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.6, lines 15-21, 
col.8, lines 52-64, col,9, lines 47, 48; 'processor* reads on the claim 'second module' and 
'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages'). 

Regarding claim 22, Swan teaches a ring detector, responsive to signals from the telephone 
terminals' tip and ring leads, for receiving a number to be stored in the processor (fig.3a, fig.3b; 
col.6, lines 15-21, 56-64, col.9, lines 47, 48; 'ring detector' reads on the claim 'second signaling 
detector', 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'POT CPE port' and 
'processor' reads on the claim 'second module'). 

Regarding claim 23, Swan teaches a ring detector, is responsive to ring signals from the 
telephone terminal (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.6, lines 15-21, 56-64; 'ring detector' reads on the claim 
'second signaling detector', 'telephone' reads on the claim 'CPE' and 'ring signals' reads on the 
claim 'DTMF or pulse signaling'). 

Regarding claim 24, Swan teaches a hardware address (col. 7, lines 21-23). 

Regarding claim 27, Swan teaches a line interface coupled to the first tip and ring leads for 
decoding the incoming calls (fig-3a, fig.3b; col.6, lines 15-21; 'line interface' reads on the claim 
'first module', 'tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'first port' and 'incoming calls' reads on 
the claim 'special service messages'). 

Swan further teaches telephone terminals' tip and ring leads (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.6, lines 15- 
21; 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'plurality of POT CPE ports'). 

Swan fiirther teaches a plurality of internal switches interposed between said first tip and 
ring leads and the telephone terminals' tip and ring leads (fig.2a, fig.3a; col.6, lines 15-21, 49-52, 
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colli, lines 9-13; 'internal switches' reads on the claim 'switches', 'tip and ring leads' reads on 
the claim 'first port' and 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'POT CPE 
ports'). 

Swan further teaches a processor, responsive to the line interface, for controlling state of 
the internal switch based on information contained in the incoming calls (fig.3a, fig.3b; col. 6, 
lines 15-21, 49-52, colli, lines 9-13; 'processor' reads on the claim 'second module', 'line 
interface' reads on the claim 'first module', 'internal switch' reads on the claim 'switch' and 
'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages'). 

Regarding claim 29, Swan teaches at least one of internal switches is a normally closed 
switch (fig.2a, fig.3a; col6, lines 15-21, 49-52, colli, lines 9-13; 'internal switches' reads on 
the claim 'switches'). 

Regarding claim 30, Swan teaches at least one of internal switches is a normally open 
switch (fig.2a, fig.3a; col6, lines 15-21, 49-52, colli, lines 9-13; 'internal switches' reads on 
the claim 'switches'). 

Regarding claim 31, Swan teaches a line interface coupled to the first tip and ring leads for 
decoding the incoming calls embedded in the alerting signal (fig-3a, fig.3b; col.5, lines 18-28, 
col. 6, lines 15-21; 'line interface' reads on the claim 'first module', 'tip and ring leads' reads on 
the claim 'first port' and 'incoming calls' reads on the claim 'special service messages'). 

Swan fiirther teaches a series connection of a ringer and a ringer switch, across the tip and 
ring leads (fig.3a, fig.3b; col6, lines 15-21; 'tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'first port'). 

Swan fiirther teaches a series connection of telephone circuitry and a internal switch, 
across the first tip and ring leads and telephone terminals' tip and ring leads (fig.2a, fig.3a; col. 6, 
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lines 15-21, 49-52, col.ll, lines 9-13; 'internal switch' reads on the claim 'hook switch' and 
'first tip and ring leads and telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'two 
terminals'). 

Swan further teaches a processor, responsive to the line interface, for controlling state of 
the ring generator (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.6, lines 11-21, col.8, lines 20-42; 'processor' reads on the 
claim 'second module', 'line interface' reads on the claim 'first module' and 'ring generator' 
reads on the claim 'ringer switch'). 

Regarding claim 32, Swan teaches identifying the intended recipient information is 
embedded in the alerting signal (col.8 lines 20-42; 'intended recipient information' reads on the 
claim 'called number ID'). 

Swan further teaches comparing the intended recipient information to at least one pre- 
stored number (col.8, lines 52-64; 'intended recipient information' reads on the claim 'called 
number ID'). 

Swan further teaches that ascertaining whether at least one other call attribute is met (col. 7, 
lines 8-11, col.8, lines 52-64; 'intended recipient information' reads on the claim 'called number 
ID'). 

Swan further teaches applying a ringing signal to the telephone terminals' tip and ring 
leads when the at least one other call attribute is met and the intended recipient information 
matches one of the at least one pre-stored numbers (fig.3a, fig.3b; col.7, lines 27-34, col.8, lines 
20-42, 52-64; 'telephone terminals' tip and ring leads' reads on the claim 'POT CPE port' and 
'intended recipient information' reads on the claim 'called number ID'). 
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Regarding claims 34 and 36, Swan teaches that at least one call attribute includes the 
incoming caller CLID information (col. 9, lines 19-35; 'the incoming caller CLBD information' 
reads on the claim 'any one or more from a set that includes caller ID, called number ID, time of 
day, date, and type of call'). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alam Elahee whose telephone number is (703) 305-4822. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri from 9:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (703)305-4717. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 



MD SHAFIUL ALAM ELAHEE 
June 26, 2003 




